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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 3-5 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. There is no disclosure for one of the many drivers, such as those recited 
in claims 5 and 19, having any ridges. The drivers are disclosed as engaging a drive 
adapter (20). 

3. Normally a claim which fails to comply with the first and/or second paragraph of § 
112 will not be analyzed as to whether it is patentable over the prior art since to do so 
would of necessity require speculation with regard to the metes and bounds of the 
claimed subject matter, In re Steele, 308 F.2d 859, 862-63, 134 USPQ 292, (CCPA 
1962) and In re Wilson, 424 F.2d 1382, 1385, 496 USPQ 494, 496 (CCPA 1970). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1 , 6, 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by McNeeley which shows a series of elements with the first element having a small 
diameter opening 15 and a second opening with ridges that is larger to receive a 
second set of elements 1 1 a-f functioning as an extension with a larger opening and a 
drive adapter 12 that is attachable to any well known driver. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McNeeley. 

McNeeley shows the claimed invention except for the use of ridges on an outside 
surface of the socket and corresponding ridges on an inner surface of the extensions 
instead of the reverse construction. It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify McNeeley by using either construction as 
one is merely the reverse of the other with the same end function because merely 
reversing which element has the internal ridges and which has the external ridges 
involves design and the function of both constructions is the same and therefore 
equivalent. 

8. Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



McNeeley in view of Hardin and Rohm. 
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McNeeley shows the claimed invention except for the use of a threaded rod and 
a chuck in a “kit”. Hardin suggests that a threaded rod with ridges for attachment to 
some type of driver is well known. Rohm suggests that a standard chuck with ridges 
for attachment to some type of driver is well known. It would therefore be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify McNeeley by 
using a well known threaded rod and chuck in a “kit” because both Hardin and Rohm 
suggest the use of such a devices and to place any well known devices in a “kit” for 
the purpose of allowing the user better access to a variety of tools. 

9. The remaining references are cited only as of interest. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James G. Smith whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1746. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (7:05- 4:35) Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail, III can be reached on 703-308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Application/Control Number: 10/616,484 
Art Unit: 3723 



James G. Smith 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 



Page 5 



jgs 

9/1/04 




